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So far, it is only those who have been able to get the spin-
ning-wheel, slivers, etc., that have spun yarn. If we now ex-
pect half an hour's labour from many more people, the commit-
tees must provide all these needs. If there is a true awakening
amongst us, thousands should participate in this great sacrifice
which requires little effort. Moreover, since swaraj cannot be won
without the spinning-wheel, it should not be surprising if thou-
sands take part in it. In my opinion, the spinning-wheel is the
easiest means for winning swaraj. It can illumine all other
activities, and the latter will be meaningless without it.
We have no other peaceful means of ascertaining whether
people are really capable, whether they truly desire swaraj. The
ability to win swaraj is not proved by thousands or lakhs of
people attending mammoth meetings. It is not acquired by thou-
sands of persons contributing money. Money has no value where
there is no one to make use of it. Swaraj cannot be won even by a
large number of people studying Hindi or English. On the other
hand, I have often and in many ways shown how the power to
win swaraj lies in spinning.
I am convinced that if the spinning-wheel does not yield
results, the only way open to India for winning swaraj will be
bloodshed. True independence can never be won through legisla-
tive assemblies alone. Every Indian has understood and learnt
by heart this axiom. What remains then is to tread the path of
strength. First, there is the path of peaceful strength, where we
have to suffer, where we have to do some constructive work.
Secondly, there is the path of violent strength, where We have
to punish our adversary. Today, all of us regard this, as fit only
to be renounced. It is a fact simple enough to be grasped even
by a child that today India can achieve nothing by pursuing the
path of violence.
The reader should therefore forgive me if I see before my
eyes only the spinning-wheel. And I would invite him to- take
full part in this grand sacrifice, if he too sees what I see,
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